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Peers Capital Projects Q&A 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

What work is being done on the Peers Building at 400 Central Avenue? 

There are two projects being done to improve the Peers building:  

1. Replace all of the AC units with new energy efficient equipment and relocate them out of 

window seat between the 2nd and 3rd Floors; bay improvements including providing an 

upgraded fire separation between floors; 

2. Replacement of all of the building’s windows. 

 

Why are these projects occurring? 

The sliding windows are inoperable and the other windows are difficult for seniors to open and 

close. Additionally, the seals on the windows are leaking and moisture collects between the glass 

panes causing the window to fog, while also creating a drafty and unhealthy interior environment.  

The bays need upgraded fire separation and the air conditioners (that are located within the bay 

structures) do not operate efficiently due to lack of air flow and air circulation within the bay 

cavity. All air conditioners will be replaced with new more energy efficient models. 

 

CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION 

Who is performing the construction? 

The General Contractor performing the work for the Bays and Air-Conditioning Improvement 

Project is Construction Consulting & Disbursement Services (CCDS). The General Contractor 

performing the work for the Windows Replacement Project is Softer Lite Window Company. 

Both Contractors were selected through a competitive bid process using City of Highland Park 

Purchasing Policies.  

 

Will this construction block traffic or the parking lot west of the property? 

This construction project is unlikely to block traffic or any part of the street. The project 

contractor will occupy six parking spaces of the municipal parking lot west of and adjacent to 

the Peers Building. The six spaces will be occupied through August 1st, 2018. 

 

During what hours will the construction happen? 

Construction will take place between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday (starting at 9 

a.m. on Saturdays) but will not occur on Sundays, legal holidays, Passover, Rosh Hashanah, or 

Yom Kippur.  

 

How long will the construction take? 

The project to replace the air conditioning units and improve the bays will last through early 

December 2018. Four units at one time will be under construction and each group of four units 

is expected to take approximately 23 calendar days to complete. 

The window replacement is a separate project. It will begin at a later date and will be coordinated 

with the Bay & AC Project. 
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How is the project being phased? 

The construction to improve or replace the air-conditioning units and bays started in February 

and is expected to run through early December. Contractors will work on 4 units at one time for 

approximately three weeks per group of apartments.  

 

The window replacement is a separate project. It will begin at a later date and will be coordinated 

with the Bay and AC project. The Window Contractor will work from the fourth floor down. The 

window replacement in each unit is expected to be completed within 1-2 days.  

 

RESIDENT INFORMATION 

What is happening with the residents at the building while construction is taking place? 

The residents may remain in the building, or in their apartments throughout the duration of the 

bay and AC construction. Residents will continue to have access to their bathrooms, kitchens, 

dining area and bedrooms while construction is occurring within their unit. 

 

Building management regularly hold activities in the Peers common room for resident to attend. 

In addition, the Senior Connector will continue to offer transportation for residents to the 

Highland Park Senior Center. 

 

How will residents’ personal items be protected from construction dust? 
The contractors will erect a temporary poly carbonate panel wall with lockable doors to block 

off and secure the work area within the apartments. Building management will assist the residents 

in moving furniture and other belongings in order for the contractors to have optimal access to 

the bays and air-conditioning units and to install the protective barrier around the construction 

activity.  

 

The project is starting in the winter, will residents’ heat be affected? 

Because heat may be disrupted in the living room area where the AC units are located and the 

work will be done management has obtained a portable heater for the units undergoing 

construction. Also heat will still be available in the bedrooms and remainder of the apartment. 

 

How will tenants know when the construction will be happening in their unit? 

The building management will notify individual residents in advance before contractors will need 

access to residents’ apartments. The contractors have supplied a work schedule that identifies 

when each unit will be under construction. Building maintenance will move residents’ furniture 

for them in advance.  

 

Will this project increase my taxes? How is this project being financed? 

The project is being financed through funds owned by the Peers Housing Association. No City 

funds are being used for the project and it will not impact resident taxes or the City budget. 

 

Who should I contact if I have additional questions or concerns about these projects? 

Community Development Department staff Senior Planner Charmain Later (847.926.1611) or 

Housing Planner Laura Carroll (847.926.1160) may be contacted with any questions.  


